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 As supervisors, we have many respon-

sibilities that require a strong commit-

ment to our constituents. Many hours of 

volunteer time are required seven days a 

week to be properly prepared to make in-

formed decisions on a variety of issues. 

The following are just a few of a supervi-

sorõs duties: conduct monthly meetings to 

address issues such as subdivisions, fi-

nances, ordinances, the concerns of our 

residents, bids for township supplies, zon-

ing officerõs reports, solicitorõs reports, 

review the bills list, review the treasurerõs 

reports, discuss legal issues in executive 

session, discuss old and new business, re-

view monthly police report incidents, & 

develop the budget. Some other duties 

include holding public hearings, working 

with and reviewing auditorõs reports, ap-

pointing staff positions, & developing and 

updating personnel manuals.  

 An important part of a supervisorõs job 

is being well prepared for meetings. Doing 

this requires knowledge of, and involve-

ment in, all departments of your local gov-

ernment. By attending monthly planning 

commission meetings, a supervisor be-

comes informed of new subdivision plans, 

ordinance updates, and new ideas. Work-

ing closely with the police department and 

attending crime watch meetings to ad-

dress any concerns keeps open communi-

cation and the exchange of ideas. Inspec-

tion of roads and maintenance helps su-

pervisors make decisions on how best to 

improve and upgrade our roads and 

bridges. Monitoring the secretarial staff 

allows us to run the township efficiently 

and working closely with the park board 

enables us to plan for future recreational 

projects.  

 A supervisor must stay informed with 

the township comprehensive plan, the 

township ordinances, the land and subdi-

vision ordinance, and ensure that these 

are reviewed and updated on a regular 

basis. Supervisors must also be familiar 

with the municipal planning code and 

work with the township solicitor to pro-

tect the township from liability and to 

enforce township ordinances.  

 With new laws and the changing 

needs of our society, a supervisorõs job is 

more complex than ever and requires a 

considerable amount of effort. The ex-

perience of the supervisors and their 

township staff is very important because 

it takes time to acquire the knowledge to 

become informed about all aspects of lo-

cal government and to apply that knowl-

edge to make the best decisions for our 

residents.  

 If you have any questions about your 

local government, please do not hesitate 

to contact us at the Latimore Township 

office at 528 -4614. 
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 òBy an act of the Legislature passed January 22, 1800, Adams County was erected out of York, with an area of 

548 square miles. It was named in honor of John Adams, who was then President of the United States. This reduced 

York County to its present area of 921 square miles or 589,440 acres. It is the shape of an irregular quadrangle, with 

far -famed Mason and Dixonõs line for the base, a distance of 40 miles, and is the fourth in line westward of the south-

ern tier of counties, with Lancaster and Dauphin Counties on the east and northeast, the State of Maryland on the 

south, Adams County on the west and Cumberland and Dauphin on the north. The Susquehanna River washes the 

eastern boundary from the mouth of the Yellow Breaches to the Maryland line, a distance of fifty -five miles. The 

southern boundary is a due east and west line, located by the astronomical and mathematical calculations of the dis-

tinguished English surveyors whose name it bears. The western boundary line from the southern line north eight 

and one-half miles, is an exact meridian; from thence the Beaver Creek and a public road form a winding line north-

westward to a point on the South Mountains, where York, Cumberland and Adams Counties meet. From here the 

boundary is a due northeast line along a ridge of the South Mountains to the Yellow Breeches Creek, Continuing in 

nearly the same direction along the many remarkable bends of this placid stream to its mouth at the Susquehanna, 

two miles below the city of Harrisburg. According to the census of 1880, there were 498,344 acres of the land em-

braced in York County improved, and 101,096 acres unimproved, leaving one -third of the entire county woodland and 

uncultivated land. This estimate seems high.  

 The fortieth parallel, which is the latitude of the northern limit of Philadelphia, enters the county at Wrightsville, 

passes through Emigsville is a short distance above the village of Dover, and strikes Adams County where the south 

branch of the Bermudian Creek enters York County.  

 The seventy -seventh meridian, or the line designating the longitude of Washington, the capital of the United 

States, crosses the county one -half mile east of Hanover, passing out of the county two miles east of Dillsburg.ó 

 

Gibson, John. History of York County Pennsylvania, From the Earliest Period to the Present Time, Divided into Gen-

eral, Special, Township and Borough Histories, with a Biographical Department Appended . Chicago: F. A. Battey 

Publishing Co. 1886, Page 301.  
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