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Latimore in Good Financial Shape

The economy has affected many town-
ships to the point that they have had to
scale back on major projects and, in some
cases, have raised taxes to make ends
meet. Not Latimore Township. When the
present administration took office back in
2000 and the economy was still flourish-
ing, we started saving funds
for a rainy day. Because of
this foresight, we are happy
to report that there has not
been and will not be a tax
increase. Here are some ex-
amples of how we manage
township funds:

Our road equipment is in
excellent shape. During the
winter months, road salt
causes our equipment to rust
but, instead of buying new equipment that
could cost thousands, we repaint it to pro-
tect it and to keep it looking new. We also
protect our vehicles by keeping them in
our maintenance building and perform
regular service so that we have fewer me-
chanical problems.

The Latimore Township Police Depart-
ment is very thrifty and, with the help of
the Crime Watch Committee and mem-
bers of the community, we have updated
our officers with the best safety equip-
ment available. Donations have been
much appreciated by us, our police offi-

cers, and our township residents as these
donations are used to defray these costs.
A new police cruiser was recently pur-
chased with grant money. Chief Mike
Weigand is not only a dedicated police
officer who is establishing a solid reputa-
tion in our community, but is also well -
qualified and successful in
obtaining grants. Chief Wei-
gand is always looking for
ways to save tax money
without sacrificing police
coverage for our residents.

The park board has re-
ceived several grants for
playground equipment,
mowing equipment, fencing,
and a walking trail, which
will be completed in the
near future. These grants are filled out
and submitted by volunteers. Several of
these volunteers have also helped install
playground equipment at the park and
they work together so that our children
have a safe environment in which to
play.

Except for our police chief and road
master, the rest of the township is being
run by volunteers and part timers. This
saves thousands of dollars on salaries
and benefits. The website and newsletter
are all done by volunteers. The planning
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commission and zoning hearing board are also
staffed by volunteers. These people are to be
commended for devoting their time and exper-

tise to making our township a better place to

live.

The supervisors are happy to inform you that
we are planning an aggressive road schedule for
2009 that will include resurfacing several roads.

These roads wil/l be |isted in the road master&s
report. Extensive preparation work will be done

before seal coating takes place. This winter has

been unusually hard on some roads due to fre-

quent freezing and thawing and will require re-

pair where sections of the road surface have bro-

ken.

We have recently updated our zoning ordi-
nance so that we can continue to protect our
homes and preserve our open spaces. W_e are Adding to the Latimore Township Recycling Building
currently working on our land and subdivision
ordinances. Some additional issues being ad-
dressed are storm water management and the quality and availability of our fresh water. Wind and solar energy or-
dinances will also be forthcoming. As supervisors, we continue to keep ourselves up to date on legal issues so that we
can make informed decisions if our ordinances are challenged.

Our auditing firm has continued to give us excellent evaluations each year and has commended us on our man-
agement practices. Your supervisors are dedicated to their constituents, to sharing ideas, and to maintaining commu-
nication between each other, our employees, our volunteers, and the community. The park board, planning commis-
sion, zoning hearing board, police department, crime watch committee, road department, clerical staff, and supervi-
sors work together so that your local government can better serve you.

Sincerely,
Dan Worley Larry Dost Woody Myers
Chairman Vice-Chairman Supervisor

News From Lake Meade TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS ATTEND ANNUAL MEETING

In our ongoing efforts here at Lake Meade to keep communica-
tions open and to work cooperatively with the surrounding town-
ships, we were pleased that the three Latimore Township Supervi-
sors, Dan Worley, Larry Dost, and Woody Myers responded to our
invitation to join us at the Annual Homeowners Association meeting.
Such cooperation allows the supervisors to communicate directly
with the Lake Meade Property Owners Association board members
as well as residents of the community. We here at Lake Meade ap-
preciate such visits by our Township officials. It is by such open
communication that we can understand what is happening in the
wider community and learn what we might be able to do in a coop-
erative way to make life better for all of us in the larger community
of the surrounding townships. Kudos to the Latimore Township Su-
pervisors and the Lake Meade Property Owners Association leader-
ship for being forward -thinking as they carry out their respective
responsibilities.

Jerry Strek




